Dear Friends

N

The main section of this letter is to give you nabsut the recent journey to the Democratic Republi

of Congo.
There were three main reasons for this trip.

Firstly - to visit the plot of ground that you foik the UK kindly donated the finance for during ou
furlough in October 2008 and to give money to thkées.

Secondly to meet with Pastors Albert Leclercq fi@etgium and Michel Leonowicz from France so

as to gain an understanding and form closer linkis them and the work that they are doing in the

DRC.

Thirdly to minister in the Kinshasa church and cem seminars for leadership.

We can give God praise that these three objectises not only achieved but the visit far exceeded

our expectations!
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You may remember that the UK churches and other
individuals raised the tremendous amount of twelve
thousand pounds to purchase this plot. :
Just to remind you — the visit was planned for July
2009, but so as to synchronize the dates with Alber
and Michel, January 2010 was the soonest pos$|ble
time to be together.

The plot that we viewed in April 2008 was r‘lo
longer available, in fact, there are now house# Qui
there. |
However, previous to the visit, Pastor Dami'en
Ndonga had gone plot hunting!

He found that land within a five mile radius pf
Kinshasa city was at a premium and also had
greatly increased in price. :

However, God worked a great miracle. The husbarmhefof the ladies who attends the church is onr—: of

the advisors to the Prime Minister of the DRC. — i&ve in high circles!

He said to his wife —“Why do you not offer Pastatddga one of the plots that we own?”

She agreed - but wait for this — the asking praretlie plot was twelve thousand pounds but the saéh
— “Ivor and Alice together with the people in th& Want to sow a seed in my city —
only nine thousand pounds and | will donate threeisand”

You can imagine our joy with this news.

We met the couple, signed legal documents etc eaeeg with them.

tell them to give



They are among a small group of people from Kinalvelso are presently applying for visas to visit t:he
UK this year. !
They desire to include Ablaze UK in their itinerasp please pray that this might be possible. !
You may remember that one of the main reasonssking you to help us purchase a plot was because
the Kinshasa church people were moving ‘from piitapost’ for a number of years. .
They now have their own ground and Ivor met witle thuilding committee, one of whom is an
architectural engineer! .
They are planning a three year project to builtharch.
What about now? — you may ask.

Well — because we saved three thousand poundsyrR2smien is able to buy a tent for one thousand
four hundred and we left the balance of sixteerdneth pounds to enable Damien to travel into thlfee 0
the regions within the interior of the Congo whesehave churches.

He will spend two weeks in each of these Regiong, af them is called llebo, an area where mény
pygmies are found. .

---------------------- it
. Another reason for Ivors visit was to meet
1

' up with Albert and Michel.

. We had met them during the Apostoilc : = $% # &
. European Conference at Switzerland ||n
. September 2008. .

. The Apostolic churches in Belgium and

. France commenced visiting the DRC uln
. 1994, .

' You will know of course that the

: DRC/Zaire was formerly a Belgium colon)'/.

| The visits continued until 2000 but because
. of circumstances, no further trips took place
. until 2006.

. Since then, Albert and Michel have made
: regular trips and Ivor suggested in
' Switzerland that it would be good for us all
| to meet ‘on the ground’ in Kinshasa. l

' This has now happened and we are
' beginning to find a common purpose. :

' Albert and Michel are very impressed with
' Damien and this meeting was a major

' milestone in visioning together. .

, Before us on the table was a large map of the Congo i
. We laid our hands on the map and prayed in faithhis vast central African nation. |
. The presence of God filled the room and we not qubyed but wept together as we considered the many
. heeds, not only of the country but of the respedi@aders within the Apostolic Fellowship in the DR !
. Albert and Michel were joined for the Kinshasa tégheir trip by Valerie Bertin who is the Natiori‘alissions:

\ Secretary for the Apostolic Church in France.

' In our previous three visits to the DRC, we have teepay more than the normal for accommodation. |

' However, this time, because Albert and Michel wstaying with a Christian lady who they have known
' previously, they and she invited Ivor to join them. :
' This lady, Lilian, offers her home free of chargethose who preach the Gospel.

' Ivor qualifies, consequently this trip turned owitbst substantially less than in the past.

' In the book of Acts, God opened Lydias heart aredadbo opened her home to Gods servants.

' This time is was not Lydia but Lilian!

' We praise the Lord for this and it will greatly &s$sn future trips to the DRC as the South Afriddissions
' Committee continue to undertake this great chaéeng




i Although there are sp{

' groups in the city of

' Kinshasa, the focus was an
' the main church. !

' The leaders from some qf
' the groups came together for
' teaching and it was very
' blessed. |

i We are giving thanks to Goe:l
i for this opportunity of :
: serving in the DRC and we .
. ask you to please remember
. Pastor Damien and his wife:
i Vicky Ndonga along with :

the other leaders.
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i Prior to the Sunday morning meeting, a baptismaliee was held in one
+ of the tributaries of the mighty river Congo.

: Twenty four people were baptised, among them a daixier who wasI
l engaged to drive us to the various appointments. '
' He was present during the Saturday night meetingraade a first time ]
. commitment to the Lord. !
. The following morning, when he saw the people bdiagtised, he said +
. “l want to do this also” |
. So we baptised him too! |
. The river reminded Ivor of the story of Naaman. .
. He thinks that the Jordan river could not have baey dirtier than this '
. one — but down they went — without any complaints! .
. Try as we may, we cannot find suitable similaritieghe incident in Acts
. chapter eight concerning Philip and the Ethiopiamod. .
| Sufficient to say that in that chapter, it was ayvéch man sitting in his
| chariot and in Kinshasa, along the Congo rivenvdis a comparatively
. poor man driving his taxi! |
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As you read this letter, Pastors Eric Parker andd#/ade will have completed their visit to South

Africa.

Next month we will share some of the high pointarytheir time here.

We trust that you are excited as you read thisrett
God is answering our prayers and meeting needs masy ways.

Continue to pray for us.
\ Lots of love, Ivor and Alice
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