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Alpine-esque? Well if you call 10 metres, high, then yes, 
we are there? One of the few opportunities our neighbours 
have of down-hilling. On a bright, crisp and cold day it’s 
all part of the weekend R&R for Latvijans. If only their 
enthusiasm for the Lord was as exhilarating!  
 



Over the years we have listened with interest to the 
stories of our African Missionaries telling of the ‘rains’, 
well here in Latvija, annually, it is the ‘snows’. 
Television broadcasts have informed us of the ‘severe’ 
weather being experienced in parts of the UK, mainland 
Europe and the USA and Canada; here it is normal. 
Snow encrusted fields, roads and lakes have been here 
since November gradually increasing in depth as the 
winter month’s progress. Temperatures fluctuate 
between -15C to -30 at night and when this occurs then 
during the day they rise to -15C or -10C. Presently 
outside our home the roads have a 5-10cm covering of 
ice underneath the latest fall of snow overnight and it is 
still snowing. 

       
Our daily workout consists of using 2 locally 
manufactured snow shovels and 20-30 minutes of 
clearing the path, drive and our access to the road. Then, 
when we set off there are occasions when we face a 
‘white-out’, in other words, unable to distinguish 
between the road, the field and the sky, unfortunately 
between the road and the field there is a 1 meter flood 
water ditch and we have seen a few vehicles, bottom up 
after having failed to negotiate a bend in the road. If we 
are away all day, then upon our return we need to clear 
the drive and path again in order to gain access to our 
home! 
 
In this respect answers to prayer have included: 
John being assisted by his guardian angel to negotiate a 
slide and avoiding the ditches, fields and other vehicles! 
Having a clear road at a crossroads, when, although 
breaking 10 meters earlier than normal, finding no 
traction and sliding across a junction. 
Heavenly assistance as other road users, far less careful 
than they ought to be, careering towards us and just 
missing our car! 

                   
These are not small things, had any of these experiences 
resulted in an accident it could have been very serious, 
so therefore we are really appreciative of the Lord’s 
presence and help. 

 
 

 

This month our plan is shaping up as follows: 
 

Sunday 7th 11:00 John preaching in Platone. It is 
the eve of International Women’s day and he has been 
invited to speak on the role of women. 
Sunday 7th 14:00 John taking session 4 of Freedom 
in Christ teaching. We have 12 students at present. 
Thursday 12th to Monday 15th we shall be in Klaipeda, 
Lithuania. We have been asked to prepare seminars 
and teaching on “Who am I”, “Who are we”, “How we 
understand other people”, “How a local church should 
live as a spiritual family”. A heavy but enjoyable 
weekend is anticipated! 
Our visit to Klaipeda will also give us time to meet 
again with Pastor Sergej his wife Larisa and their 
family, as well as other individuals and families and 
provide some personal ministry and encouragement. 
Thursday 18th John leads prayer group in Platone. 
Saturday 20th Margaret will be taking session 3 of 
Pastoral Skills, a teaching aid for spiritual carers. 
Presently we have 17 students from a few churches 
coming to this teaching day. 
Sunday 21st John and I shall again be in Platone 
followed by the training session. 
Thursday 25th John leads prayer group in Platone. 
Sunday 28th Palm Sunday we shall be in Ogre 
sharing the word there and meeting and ministering to 
the folks. 
 
Interspersed with these meetings there shall be 
fellowship times with our Pastors, Elders, Leaders and 
Youth; visits to the Orphanage, Prison and School, 
times of personal pastoral care, counselling, mentoring, 
encouraging and prayer. 
We have found that bridge building is a necessary and 
absolute requirement during which times the Spirit can 
use skills and gifts to unpack issues which are deeply 
set. 
It is as if once the bridgehead has been established the 
groundwork of tenderly breaking the surface can 
commence. Once the relational bridge is secure and the 
Word filters into their lives, emerging from the 
suppressed areas come the hidden pains, heartaches, 
hurts and disappointments, which all emerge into the 
light of the wonder of the Son of God, whose unfailing 
love continues to drive out fear and replace the wounds 
and scars with a heavenly healing balm. 

-------------------------------------------- 
 

At all times and in all situations we remain confident of 
the Lord’s leading and direction, and there are 
moments when we have to simply believe! As the hymn 
writer expressed, “We trust Him, when we cannot 
see…….” 
Hence the reason why your prayers with us and for us 
are invaluable, thank you and God bless you. 

------------------------------------------ 
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